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REPORTER ARTICLE LIST:  2015

January 2, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Daniel ready
to take sheriff reins - New Era To Begin

January 6, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. County, city
officials sworn in

January 7, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
County’s new finance director braces for challenges – O’Hare: Limited
federal funds ‘better than a poke in the eye’

January 8, 2015. By Ruth Longoria Kingsland of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
 Heck’s State of the County speech an eye-opener 

January 9, 2015. By Ruth Longoria Kingsland of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. 
Citizens launch safety levy drive [Community United for Safety]

January 14, 2015. No Author, p 6A, TGPDC. Public forums will tackle county's public safety
situation

January 15, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Questions remain concerning pedestrian fatality outside Wolf Creek
General Store

January 16, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. When it comes to public
safety, ‘they’ is us 

January 16, 2015. By Jeff Barnard, Associated Press, TGPDC, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Federal timber payments drop 83% – Subsidy end brings $50M, not
$300M

January 20, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Timber
subsidy still Wyden goal

January 21, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Local
forum focus: public safety – Official Discuss Levy Options

January 22, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. New
sheriff changing things up

January 23, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Inspection process begins at Josephine County Jail 

January 23, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Lost
woman death suit settled – Lawyers refuse to say amount search errors
cost public
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February 12, 2015. No Author, TGPDC.  Public safety levy will be on May ballot – Tax would
pay for more sheriff’s deputies, jail beds, and reopen juvenile center 

February 18, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. County payments
proposal may be too little, too late 

February 27, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, p 3D. Public safety woes have
affected some Jo County businesses

February 27, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, p 3D. Private security
company fills in for county’s law enforcement shortage [Concierge Home
& Business Watch]
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March 13, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Daniel gets
an earful from unhappy group – Oath Keepers let sheriff know about
frustration with finances [Joseph Rice, JO CO Coordinator, Oath Keepers]

March 15, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Oregon cities
deal with jail bed shortage – Some places, tired of repeat offenders, have
built new jails to address the problem while local officials cross their
fingers that May’s safety levy will pass 

March 15, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Budget cuts hurting domestic violence victims 

March 20, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Improving safety starts
close to home

March 22, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. County: We
want more say over federal land - Letters demand greater decision-
making power

March 24, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. County likely
to get a reprieve from fiscal cliff – Federal bill includes two-year county
payments extension

March 25, 2015. Fariborz Pakseresht and Ken Jerin, GUEST OPINION, p 4A, TGPDC. 
Upgrade reflects philosophical changes

March 25, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Demanding a real seat
at the negotiating table 

March 25, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. $4.6 million
payment is in addition to money county already has for timber sales

March 26, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Group says
safety tax proposal not necessary [Joseph Rice & Bill Hunker, Josephine
County Alert]

March 26, 2015. Associated Press, p 7A, TGPDC. House Oks bipartisan Medicare doctor
bill – County payments extension linked to bill 

March 26, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. An opportunity to
restore faith in government 

March 27, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Bill
containing county payments sits in Senate – Lawmakers will vote on it
after two-week recess; Jo County’s amount less than previously thought

March 26, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Sheriff: don’t let subsidy sink safety levy – Daniel details his
accomplishments so far, future plans 

March 29, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Rep. Walden: County
payments will offer 2-year ‘window’
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April 3, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Chamber endorses
safety levy – Board’s vote was unanimous

April 3, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Reducing levy
amount on hold for now – Some believe subtracting federal county
payments from levy now on May ballot may help it get passed

April 5, 2015. By Ruth Longoria Kingsland of the Daily Courier, p 12A, TGPDC. JoCo
still among unhealthiest counties – Economic challenges linked to poor
health in Southern Oregon (Sunday Health)

April 10, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Funding helps prisoners
avoid a round-trip ticket 

April 10, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Yes, jail bed
utility fee expires June 30

April 12, 2015. By Carisa Cegavske of the Roseburg News-Review, p 3A, TGPDC. 
DeFazio: Safety net bill slow progress puzzling

April 15, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Senate
approves county payments – Obama’s signature will seal the deal; money
will go toward public safety 

April 17, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Republicans oppose
levy

April 17, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Obama signs
bill, county payments headed our way

April 18, 2015. No Author, p8A, TGPDC. Oregon Library Association honors local
director

April 23, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Daniel says
county crime has not decreased – Sheriff asserts that many crimes go
uninvestigated and pleads for help in upcoming levy vote

April 25, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Is the
crime rate around here really down? – It’s not easy to make apples-to-
apples comparisons of data to get a clear answer [Bill Hunker, Josephine
County Alert]

April 29, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, p 11A, TGPDC. Anti-levy forum
challenges sheriff’s crime statistics [Bill Hunker & Joseph Rice, Forum
Organizers, Josephine County Alert]

April 29, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. BLM timber
plan draws critical eyes 

April 29, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Voters to determine safety levy fate 

April 30, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Patrol shortage forcing some citizens to act – Scary Shan Creek incident
could have turned out much worse 
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May 1, 2015. Bill Hunker, GUEST OPINION, TGPDC. How Should You Vote On
Measure 17-66?  No on Levy: Too Many Questions Linger about Made-up
Crisis, Proposal

May 1, 2015. Scott Draper, GUEST OPINION, TGPDC.  How Should You Vote On
Measure 17-66?  Yes on Levy: Citizen-driven Levy Creates Safety Funding
with Oversight

May 3, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 9A, TGPDC. County, company
dispute light use

May 3, 2015. Daily Courier Editorial Board, EDITORIAL RECOMMENDATIONS,
TGPDC. Public safety levy reasonable, given current situation

May 6, 2015. Jeff Kropf, Oregon Capitol Watch, p 8A, TGPDC. Rally opposes levy,
‘porker’ leaders

May 8, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Justice officials
outline fiscal cuts

May 10, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Pro-levy
campaign outspends opponents – Largest donor is AllCare Health 

May 10, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Pastors
publish video endorsing safety levy – Church leaders say it’s important to
speak up; critics warm against mixing religion, politics 

May 10, 2015. Pastors (21), p 5A, TGPDC. Profound impact that a well-functioning
public safety system

May 14, 2015. Were For A Constitutional Government (W4ACG), p 7A, TGPDC. 
Please vote no 17-66

May 15, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Today is last
day to mail your ballot 

May 17, 2015. No Author, FRONT PAGE NEWS, TGPDC. Make sure to use the drop
boxes to turn in your ballot

May 17, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. RCC students explore
levy-related sociology concept

May 19, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. You have
until 8 p.m. to get your ballot in 

May 20, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Levy Fails . .
. Again – 54% of county voters reject safety proposal 

May 20, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Now it’s time to play
the hand we dealt

May 31, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. State trooper
kills Wilderville resident
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June 2, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. City may seek
sales tax to pay for extra jail beds 

June 5, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. The process of ‘thinking
outside the box’ begins 

June 7, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. City voters
favored failed levy

June 7, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  County could
transfer road money to the sheriff, but the issue is complicated – A
roadway to safety? 

June 9, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. GP likely to reduce
utility fee

June 11, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Revitalizing empty
building will have benefits beyond city limits 

June 16, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. City council to
consider sales tax, financial issues

June 16, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. Commissioners to
consider total county budget 

June 18, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. City creates new
utility fee to continue renting jail beds

June 18, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. County approves
budget; road funds won’t go to sheriff 

June 28, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. House bill
would hike county’s property tax rate – Local officials are neutral on the
law, which would raise rate from 58 cents to $2
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July 1, 2015. No Author, p 5A, TGPDC. Sales tax group to meet 
July 1, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Salem set sights on

county public safety funding 
July 9, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Middle ground remains

elusive in debate over timber harvests
July 12, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Sales tax taskforce

meets Tuesday – Newly-formed group will weigh options
July 12, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. Children’s libraries

set to launch online fundraiser 
July 15, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. State

grant part of new vision for justice 
July 17, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, TGPDC. Under construction: Work

begins on DHS site, other projects 
July 19, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Public invited

to open forum on local sales tax 
July 19, 2015. No Author, p 5A, TGPDC.  Con’s knowledge frightens resident – Don’t

fall for this
July 19, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. USA Today

says GP has huge income gap [Grants Pass Metropolitan Statistical Area]
July 21, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Tight rental

market leaves some people out in the cold 
July 22, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Sales tax

proposal not so popular – Open house was designed just to provide
information, but city officials got an earful from opponents anyway 

July 22, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Full-time shifts offer
incentives to both workers and employers

July 22, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Chamber opposes
sales tax idea 

July 23, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Debate just beginning
over city’s sales tax proposal 

July 24, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Rehabilitation efforts
are worth the investment

July 28, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Voters will
likely face a 1.75 or 2 percent sales tax proposal on November ballot

July 30, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Commercial
construction serves as economic engine

July 30, 2015. By Shaun Hall of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Seat belt
violation leads to bigger arrest – Two men accused of stealing truck,
personal watercraft
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August 2, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier,  p 5A, TGPDC.  Jet skis guide
back to owner on waves of response – Social media, awareness aids in
recovery of stolen property

August 2, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Will city put
sales tax on ballot?  We’ll know Monday

August 4, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Council sends
sales tax question to ballot

August 5, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. GP could be
first city to tax retail goods – Hotels, motels among exempt businesses

August 6, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Striking A
Balance – Rep.  Walden pushes for bill that would allow Federal
Emergency Management Agency to transfer funds to firefighting, a move
local officials say would increase timber for harvest 

August 9, 2015. The Oregonian, OPINION, TGPDC. More effort needed to bridge urban-
rural divide 

August 9, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Jail will likely
add drug treatment beds

August 13, 2015. Albany Democrat Herald, OPINION, TGPDC. New gun law won’t change
gun violence 

August 13, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Volunteers to conduct patrols for Sheriff’s Office

August 14, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Judge to
hear arguments over two challenges to sales tax ballot language

August 16, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, p 5A, TGPDC. City sales tax
hearing postponded 

August 18, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, p 6A, TGPDC. County board
expected to oppose federal timber plan

August 19, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, TGPDC. Challenges to sales tax
measure language rejected

August 20, 2015. No Author, p.6A, TGPDC. Libraries reach $40,000 goal for children’s
sections

August 20, 2015. By Jim Moore of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Commissioners oppose Wild and Scenic expansion designation

August 21, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Drug-treatment pod will help jail inmates behind bars 

August 23, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Notorious
bandit John Austin Hooper escaped from county jail 100 years ago 

August 25, 2015. Greg Walden, GUEST OPINION, TGPDC. Forestry bill deserving of
support

August 26, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Finding the correct role
for volunteers 

August 28, 2015. Medford Mail Tribune, OPINION, TGPDC. BLM caught in middle of
forest policy battle
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September 13, 2015. Dave Thomason, GUEST OPINION, TGPDC.  Tax would burden
businesses – Should Grants Pass Implement A Sales Tax? 

September 13, 2015. Dan DeYoung, GUEST OPINION, TGPDC.  Low rate would fund pubic
safety – Should Grants Pass Implement A Sales Tax? 

September 20, 2015. No Author, p 5B, TGPDC. They told him he had just won millions and a
new Mercides – Don’t Fall For This

September 20, 2015. Albany Democrat-Herald, OPINION, TGPDC. New arrivals key to
prosperity in the Timber Belt’

September 27, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Facebook groups tune into police scanner – Authorities: Spread of
information a ‘double-edged sword’

September 30, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Online help for police
has benefits, pitfalls

September 30, 2015. By Ruth Longoria Kingsland of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
 CJ pool facility vandalized – again, Break-in reinforces need for more
law enforcement in the Illinois Valley

September 20, 2015. No Author, p 5A, TGPDC. Ceremony marks key step for local sobering
center 
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October 1, 2015. By Eder Campuzano of the Daily Courier, p ?A, TGPDC. Sheriff’s Office
gets payroll boost 

October 7, 2015. By Chris Bristol of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. North
Valley student arrested on weapons charges

October 11, 2015. Daily Courier Editorial Board, EDITORIAL RECOMMENDATIONS,
TGPDC. We can do better than a city sales tax 

October 13, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, p 7A, TGPDC. County
struggling to keep youth suspects locked up 

October 15, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Short-staffed sheriff will be hitting the road

October 18, 2015. Taxpayers for a Better Grants Pass, TGPDC. A Public Safety Proposal
That Actually Saves You Money

October 20, 2015. George Will, Syndicated Columnist, p 4A, TGPDC. Is economic equality
a moral imperative? 

October 22, 2015. By Jules Rogers of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Sales tax
getting hammered in the court of public opinion – Unscientific poll
suggests measure faces uphill battle

October 23, 2015. Taxpayers for a Better Grants Pass, TGPDC. Five Reasons The Proposed
Sales Tax Makes Sense 

October 28, 2015. By Eder Campuzano of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. With a
week to go, 20% have turned in ballots 

October 29, 2015. By Eder Campuzano of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 
Commissioners violated open meetings laws, ethics board says

October 30, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Local gun
theft problem continues to grow 
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November 1, 2015. The Oregonian, p 4A, TGPDC. Let’s build a bridge across the urban-
rural divide

November 3, 2015. No Author, TGPDC. Time running out to get those ballots in 
November 4, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Search for solution

continues, but it’s not a sales tax 
November 4, 2015. By Eder Campuzano of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Sales

tax proposal crushed
November 5, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. 

Citizens On Patrol – Sheriff’s Office brings back program in which
unarmed volunteers perform various duties to ease deputy work load

November 5, 2015. By Jules Rogers of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. City
Council defends decision to put sales tax on the ballot

November 8, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. Wanted GP man
accused of ramming police car

November 11, 2015. By Jeff Duewel of the Daily Courier, p 3A, TGPDC. City warns public
about false water claims

November 12, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. The benefits and limits
of volunteers

November 13, 2015. By Melissa McRobbie of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. High
Tech Neighborhood Watch – Colonial Valley resident, rattled by recent
murders, use social networking to share information 

November 19, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Public land rules need
to evolve with time

November 25, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Open records law
erodes as too many exemptions pile up over the years
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December 1, 2015. Friends of SAR, p 3A, TGPDC. The Friends of Josephine County Search
& Rescue, Thank You 

December 1, 2015. By Jules Rogers of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS. Local
leaders discuss public safety funding ideas for future 

December 3, 2015. By Jules Rogers of the Daily Courier, FRONT PAGE NEWS.  Mayor not
happy with commissioners’ lack of safety funding ideas

December 4, 2015. Kevin Widdison, EDITOR’S OPINION, TGPDC. Waiting for a rescue
that may never arrive 
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