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The 2012 expiration of federal funding for services

resulted in two JO CO proposed levies as a solution. 

They both failed. 

1. May 2012 JO CO-wide Measure 17 - 43, Criminal
Justice System Operations Four Year Local Option Tax
(i.e., $1.99 per $1,000 of assessed value), failed 57 - 43
percent. 

2. May 2013 JO CO-wide Measure 17 - 49, Criminal
Justice and Public Safety Three Year Local Option Tax
(i.e., $1.48 per $1,000 of assessed value), failed 51 - 49
percent. 

“Is JO CO providing a minimally adequate level of

public safety services?” 
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JO CO Government

JO CO DEPARTMENTS

http://www.co.josephine.or.us/

The following are the JO CO departments as listed on

its web site.

• Adult Community Corrections

• Airports

• Assessor

• Board of County Commissioners

• Building Operations & Maintenance

• Building Safety

• Clerk

• Commission of Children & Families

• District Attorney

• Fairgrounds

• Finance

• Forestry

• Geographic Information Systems

• Human Resources

• Information Technology

• Juvenile Justice

• Legal Counsel

• Library

• Mental Health Services

• Parks

• Planning 

• Property Management

• Public Health 

• Public Works 

• Sheriff 

• Surveyor 

• Transit 

• Treasury & Tax 

• Veterans Service Office



Exploratory Committee’s

Mission

Mission  An independent Justice System and Public Safety
Services Exploratory Committee (Exploratory Committee) to
investigate the JO CO Justice System & Public Safety
Services (JS&PSS) issue was formed under the leadership of
the Hugo Neighborhood Association and Historical Society
(HNA&HS).

Big picture ideas for the exploratory effort include the
following.

1. Identifying the JS&PSS issue.
2. Identifying the JS&PSS sub-issues for research and

analysis.
3. Identifying a range in level of services
4. Identifying a range of cost for services.
5. Identifying revenues for services.

The ultimate goal is an adequate justice system and public
safety services.  Is it possible to have a higher level of
service for a lower cost?  The purpose of the Exploratory
Committee is to gather information adequate enough to
understand the JS&PSS issues.  This includes educational
outreach efforts.

The Exploratory Committee’s purpose is limited to
investigating and researching the JS&PSS issues.  It will not
make evaluations of right or wrong, nor make
recommendations on how to vote.

The contents of this brochure are expressions of the opinions
and beliefs of those that contribute based on their thoughts
and experiences.  Hopefully, their efforts will assist the
pubic toward informed decision-making.

- Donations Are Not Tax Deductible -
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