
Josephine (JO) County (CO)
Justice System (JS) & Public

Safety Services (PSS)

JO CO JS&PSS  The 2012 expiration of federal
funding for public safety services resulted in two JO
CO proposed levies as a solution.  They both failed. 
The Exploratory Committee has a question:  “Is JO
CO providing a minimally adequate level of
PSS?”1-2  

Do Legally Armed Citizens Prevent Crime?

We need credible studies supporting the fact that they do. 
Is the Cato Institute credible?

Cato Institute  According to the authors of Cato’s
recently released study on how often guns are used by
citizens to prevent crime, “tens of thousands of crimes
are prevented each year by ordinary citizens with
guns.” In a study of more than 5,000 news reports over
an eight-year period, Clayton Cramer and David
Burnett showed that the mere presence of an armed
citizen thwarts many crimes, even beyond those that
are reported by the police and subsequently printed in
the newspaper.

Cato Institute

Researchers at the Cato Institute have reviewed eight
years worth of news reports about shooting in self-
defense and conclude, "the vast majority of gun
owners are ethical and competent, and tens of
thousands of crimes are prevented each year by
ordinary citizens with guns."

The libertarian Washington, D.C. think tank has
released "Tough Targets: When Criminals Face
Armed Resistance from Citizens," just a few days after
Wisconsin's first instance of a concealed carry permit
holder shooting at an armed robber, at a Milwaukee
grocery store. In fact, the incident is already on the
Cato Institute's interactive map that accompanies the
report.

The report's authors argue that because only when a
citizen actually shoots a criminal subject does the
incident make the news, there are likely thousands of
times when the mere display of a legal weapon stops a
crime from happening. But the study also
acknowledges that prior estimates range widely, from
less than a million to more than 2 million a year.

   Do Legally Armed Citizens
Prevent Crime?

1.  Hugo Neighborhood Association & Historical Society (HNA&HS). July 9,
2013. Justice System Exploratory Committee. Hugo, OR.
2.  HNA&HS. July 24, 2013. Government Needs Support.  Hugo, OR.



Exploratory Committee’s
Mission

Mission  An independent Justice System and Public Safety
Services Exploratory Committee (Exploratory Committee) to
investigate the JO CO Justice System & Public Safety
Services (JS&PSS) issue was formed under the leadership of
the Hugo Neighborhood Association and Historical Society
(HNA&HS).

Big picture ideas for the exploratory effort include the
following.

1. Identifying the JS&PSS issue.
2. Identifying the JS&PSS sub-issues for research and

analysis.
3. Identifying a range in level of services
4. Identifying a range of cost for services.
5. Identifying revenues for services.

The ultimate goal is adequate justice system and public safety
services.  Is it possible to have a higher level of service for a
lower cost?  The purpose of the Exploratory Committee is to
gather information adequate enough to understand the
JS&PSS issues.  This includes educational outreach efforts.

The Exploratory Committee’s purpose is limited to
investigating and researching the JS&PSS issues.  It will not
make evaluations of right or wrong, nor make
recommendations on how to vote.

The contents of this brochure are expressions of the opinions
and beliefs of those that contribute based on their thoughts
and experiences.  Hopefully, their efforts will assist the pubic
toward informed decision-making.
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Contact the NVCW for more information by email at
nvcw_97532@yahoo.com.

North Valley Community Watch (NVCW)
Happenings 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/North-Valley-Commu
nity-Watch/543843405647631?sk=info
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Justice System Exploratory Committee
http://www.hugoneighborhood.org/justicesystemexploratorycommittee.htm
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