Josephine (JO) County (CO)
Justice System (JS) & Public
Safety Services (PSS)

JO CO Justice System & Public Safety Services The
2012 expiration of federal funding for services resulted in
two JO CO proposed levies as a solution. They both failed.

Oregonian June 6, 2013* It's one of thefirst things we
learn in civics class: Governments are instituted to secure the
unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. They are formed, by means of a social contract
between governor and the governed, to guard against a state
of naturein which lifeis"solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short." In southern Oregon, this contract between an
insolvent government and a destitute tax base needs
mediation.

These timber-dependent counties are caught in atime warp
not entirely of their own making. While Curry and Josephine
counties currently boast the lowest property taxesin the
state, they also harbor a dwindling revenue base. They and
others have subsisted off of the Secure Rural Schools (SRS)
and Community Self-Determination Act in the years since
Oregon's timber industry was all but shut down. In the wake
of SRS's expiration, southern Oregon is a powerful
demonstration of how addictive federal subsidies can be:
Budget shortfalls sprouted as soon as the payments dried up.

Salem's plan is another hit: House Bill 3453 would pick up
half the tab for aminimum level of public services, an
effective bailout of these local governments. The catch is
that money from a higher, distant source -- federd or state --
isnever free. It is paid by other taxpayers, as well asthe
same people receiving it. What's more, there are always
strings attached. Salem seizestheright to raise local
income taxes without a vote of the locals. So, residentsin
these counties would learn what people in Detroit aready
know: Homeruleis not a God-given constitutiona right,
but a privilege extended by the plenary power of the state.

In this sense, rura local governments are becoming an
endangered species -- starved by their own citizens, poached
by outsiders.

Oregon House Bill (HB) 3453

Oregonian June 18, 2013* The county timber payments,
which come from the Secure Rural Schools program, were
started by Congressin 2000 to provide money for counties
struggling from the loss of federal timber recelpts after
logging was severely curtailed on federa lands. The
program expired last year, exacerbating budget problemsin
several rural Oregon counties. Two of them, Josephine (JO)
and Curry, have slashed their public

safety servicesto the point that Gov.

John Kitzhaber and state legidators
are working on ahill to provide
emergency state aid while also
imposing local taxes.

Salem seizesthe
right toraise
local income

taxes without a
vote of the locals. Oregonian June 29, 2013° HB
3453 would authorize the governor

in consultation with legidative

leaders to declare a public safety
fiscal emergency and, with approval of officialsin affected
counties, impose alocal tax to help pay for necessary
services. Earlier this month, Kitzhaber said he has few
options other than calling out the National Guard if an
emergency developsin one of the distressed counties. The
governor could assign state police to help in those counties,
but that likely would require the Legidlature to approve
increased funding.

Oregonian July 3, 2013° HB 3453 would prohibit use of a
local income tax in counties where it is prohibited by local
charter. That's anod to JO CO, where such atax is banned
by the county charter.
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Political Risk Of Raising
Taxes Without Voter
Approval

Oregonian July 8, 2013" Under HB 3453, Gov. John
Kitzhaber could enter into agreements with local county
commissioners to raise money for additional law
enforcement services. Half of the money would come from
state coffers and the other half would be in the form of
higher local taxes. JO CO, which has a charter provision
prohibiting alocal income tax, would have to look at other
tax sourcesif it wanted state aid. Rep. Wally Hicks, R-
Grants Pass, helped rewrite the hill to allow counties to raise
revenue through other means, including atax on
telecommunications services.

Oregonian July 8, 2013® Thelegidation would allow the
governor to work with legidlative leaders and affected
county leaders to declare a public safety fiscal emergency.
Once that's done, the state would provide law enforcement
assistance; the county could then tax residents to pay its
share of costs.

Oregonian July 10, 2013° Curry County Board of
Commissioners Chairman David Smith said he hopes the
southwestern Oregon county won't have to seek emergency
aid from the state through HB 3453. "I believe in our
citizensand | believe they understand that because of the
loss of federal forest recei pts we have to help ourselves,"
Smith said. While the state would match money raised by
the county under the legidation, it also carriesa political
risk for commissioners who would bein the position of
imposing taxes without voter OK.

Want moreinformation? Contact a member of the
Exploratory Committee.
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Exploratory Committee’s
Mission

Mission An independent Justice System and Public Safety
Services Exploratory Committee (Exploratory Committee) to
investigate the JO CO Justice System & Public Safety
Services (JS& PSS) issue was formed under the leadership of
the Hugo Neighborhood Association and Historical Society
(HNA&HS).

Big picture ideas for the exploratory effort include the
following.

1. Identifying the JS& PSS issue.

2. ldentifying the JS& PSS sub-issues for research and
analysis.

3. ldentifying arangein level of services

4. ldentifying arange of costsfor services.

5. ldentifying revenues for services.

The ultimate goal is an adequate justice system and public
safety services. Isit possible to have a higher level of service
for alower cost? The purpose of the Exploratory Committee
isto gather information adequate enough to understand the
JS& PSS issues. Thisincludes educational outreach efforts.

The Exploratory Committee' s purposeis limited to
investigating and researching the JS& PSS issues. It will not
make eval uations of right or wrong, nor make
recommendations on how to vote.

The contents of this brochure are expressions of the opinions
and beliefs of those that contribute based on their thoughts
and experiences. Hopefully, their efforts will assist the pubic
toward informed decision-making.
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Political Risk Of New
Taxes Without A Vote Of
TheLocals
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Salem seizestheright to raise local
income taxes without a vote of the
locals.

While the state would match money
raised by the county under the
legidlation, it also carriesa political
risk for commissioners who would be
in the position of imposing taxes
without voter OK.
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