Takelma Winter Villages &
Summer Settlements

Takelma Villages' The social organization of the
Takelma was almost the simplest conceivable. Each
village (wili gwala, ‘houses many’), and the
villages were generally very insignificant, was
entirely independent or practically so. Anyone
who was comparatively wealthy could be called
a" chief" (daanak); there does not seem to have
been a recognized head chief, though in time of war
some one man probably was so considered (Sapir*

page 267).

villages were generally very insignificant

Winter Villages® The regional settlement patterns of
the Takelma, not surprisingly in a basically
subsistence-level economy, reflected environmental
patterns and economic procurement needs. Permanent
winter villages were generally located in lower-
elevation river and creek valleys near the confluence
of two streams, or near sites of economic importance
such as early spring vegetable sources or traditional
fishing spots. Frances Johnson mentioned wintering on
Cow Creek, and also at afalls on the Rogue (probably
Rainie Falls below Grave Creek) (Harrington*
1981:440,557). Molly Orton reported that . . . "Indians
lived all the way from Jacksonville to Gold Hill in
winter." (Harrington* 1981:332). From Ogden's
account of the village of Dilani, it clearly was a winter
community, for it was in February 1827 that he
recorded his observations. (Gray®, page 38)
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Winter River Valleys &
Summer Uplands

Summer Settlements® Summer settlements varied
with economic pursuits. Molly Orton's relatives told
her that ". . . in summer Indians traveled all around
(Harrington® 1981:332)." For the Indians to follow the
spring season as it advanced in altitude to collect
edible plants would have necessitated frequent

moves, thus the need for the temporary brush shelters
used for summer homes. (Gray®, page 38)

a basically subsistence-level economy

Sole Infor mant® was Frances Johnson (Indian name
Gwisgwashan), a full-blood Takelma woman past the
prime of life (Texts, page 5). Her village was Daldani.

Permanent winter villages were generally
located in lower-elevation river and creek
valleys near the confluence of two streams, or
near sites of economic importance
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Village Location Criteria

Settlement Patter n® To divide the
regional settlement pattern into a strictly
seasonal model of winter river valleys,
summer uplands, would be an
oversimplification. Drucker noted that
the Upland Takelma assembled in the summer for
salmon fishing at Rocky Point (Tilomikh) (Drucker
1940:296). Therefore the Upland Takelma would have
been in their largest winter village during at least part
of the summer. It is apparent that mobility to exploit a
variety of resources, either in the uplands or in the
river valleys, was more indicative of the summer
settlement pattern, and that sedentary village life near
the major streams was characteristic of winter life.
(Gray®, pages 38 - 39)

Salmon

Acorns and Salmon® In common with
other hunting-fishing/gathering groups of

il the Pacific Northwest and California, the
Takelma depended upon a few abundant
seasonal food sources, primarily acorns and
salmon. The seasonal and annual
fluctuations of these principal resources, combined
with the need to gather widely scattered vegetable and
animal foods in upland areas, served to isolate families
and communities at various times. (Gray®, page 39)

Camas

Summary Mobility to exploit a variety of resources,
either in the uplands or in the river valleys was
indicative of the summer settlement pattern, and
sedentary village life near the major streams was
characteristic of winter life.
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