
George & Mary Harris

Donation Land Claim (DLC)

1853  Oregon Trail or Applegate

Trail?  George W. Harris and his

family had crossed the plains from

Tennessee to Oregon in 1853.

1855 The Harris family moved from the Willamette

Valley to their DLC on what would become Harris

Creek in 1855.1

1865 Harris DLC   From 1855 the Harris family

proved up DLC Patent No. 70 for 320 acres in

Josephine County, Oregon.  It was issued December 9,

1865 to George W. Harris Heirs of Harris and Mary

Ann Harris.2-4

Applegate Trail  The Applegate Trail was in the

eastern portion of the DLC.  It is clearly depicted on

2007 Josephine County Assessor maps for the old

Harris DLC.

“Approx. Center Line Territorial Road 

Willamette Valley to Jacksonville.”

This same trail location is almost exactly the title used

on the 1856 GLO map.

“Road from Willamette Valley to Jacksonville”

The trail continues north from the DLC paralleling I-5

to the draw at the entrance of the Josephine County

Sportsman Park, through the park, and to the

northwest over I-5 and down Schoolhouse Creek.

The George Harris Family,

Hugo Pioneers:  1855 - 1855 

Natural Prairie & Pasture  A significant portion of5-6

the donation land claim was open the wetlands of the

upper Harris Creek drainage.  The Harris ranch’s

location had a reason:  natural sub-irrigation for

pasture during the winter, spring, and early summer. 

Naturally irrigated pasture was crucial prior to pumps,

electricity, and sprinkler irrigation. 

Rogue Indian War:  1855   Thirty-five year old1 & 7-8

George W. Harris was killed by Indians on October 9,

1855 during the Rogue Indian Wars.  His wife, Mary

Ann, was able to drag her husband inside their cabin

and barricade the door.  The courageous woman,

though never having used a gun before was instructed

in its operation by her dying husband, and held off the

raiders throughout that day.  The next day she and her

11-year old wounded daughter, Ann Sophia, were

rescued by a small group of U. S. Dragoons from Fort

Lane, along with a couple dozen volunteers from

Jacksonville.  She had lost her husband, her 9-year old

son, David, and a school teacher, Frank Reed, who

lived with them and worked part time on the farm as a

hired man.

After the rescue her husband was buried in a grave

dug in the center of their cabin.  The cabin was set to

fire and Mary and her daughter were taken to

Jacksonville. 

 

1871    She returned to the site of her nightmare1 & 7-8

experience only one more time.  In 1871 she

accompanied a group who went to the location of the

burned down Harris cabin to dig up her husband’s

body for re-burying in the Jacksonville Cemetery.

              Rogue River              

Indian War: 1855

1882  Mary Ann Harris passed February 17, 1882. 1 &

 7-8

GLO Field Survey Notes:  JA-49

The Applegate Trail is located on the Harris DLC near

the old Harris home location.  JA-4 has been located

in the field.

Harris Road 1 (Rest Area) � JA-4

Want more information?  Contact an officer of the

Hugo Neighborhood on how you can become

involved in your community’s history and land use. 
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Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical

Society’s Mission

This information brochure is one of a series of

documents published by the Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical Society (Hugo Neighbor-

hood).  It is designed to be shared with neighbors for

the purpose of helping protect our rural quality of life

by promoting an informed citizenry in decision-

making.  The Hugo Neighborhood is an informal

nonprofit charitable and educational organization with

a land use and history mission of promoting the social

welfare of its neighbors.

Land Use &
History

The Hugo Neighborhood’s land use mission is to

promote Oregon Statewide Goal 1 — Citizen

Involvement, and to preserve, protect, and enhance the

livability and economic viability of its farms, forests,

and rural neighbors.   It will act, if requested, as a

technical resource assisting neighbors to represent

themselves. 

Its history mission is to educate, collect, preserve,

interpret, and research its local history and to

encourage public interest in the history of the Hugo

area. 

Volunteer membership dues are $10.00 annually per

family and normally used for paper, ink, envelopes,

publications and mailings.  Send us your e-mail

address if you want to know what we are doing.

Email: hugo@jeffnet.org
Web Page: http://www.hugoneighborhood.org/
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