
John Davis/Lewis Heatt

Military Warrant

Military Warrants  Before the Civil

War, and after, certain veterans were

given warrants entitling them to a

specified number of acres of public

domain land for service in military

engagements.  Hugo has three

military warrants for military service.

1. 1864 Warrant:  Private Rice Benson for service, located
by Anson Turner.

2. 1861 Warrant:  Private Lewis Heatt for service, located
by John Davis.

3. 1896 Warrant: Thomas Bryant for service

1861 John Davis Located Military Warrant   On

November 11, 1861 President Abraham Lincoln

issued John Davis and Lewis Heatt a military warrant

(Patent No. 41877) for 160 acres in Josephine County,

Oregon.   1 - 3

“WHEREAS, In pursuance of the Act of Congress,

approved March 8,1855 . . .,”there have been

deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Warrant

No. 41877 for 160 acres in favor of Lewis Heatt,

Private, Captain Miller (sp.?) Company Militia,

Rogue River War with evidence that the same has been

duly located upon, . . .”

“. . . the said Warrant having been assigned by the

said Lewis Heatt to John Davis . . . NOW KNOW YE,

That there is therefore granted by the UNITED

STATES unto the said John Davis . . . the tract of land

above described . . .”

 John Davis, Military  

Warrant Locator: 1861 

Natural Prairie & Pasture   The warrant lands4-5

included most of the open wetlands of what would

later become part of the 240-acre J. C. Cochrane

ranch.  The ranch’s location had a reason:  natural

sub-irrigation for pasture during the winter, spring,

and early summer.

It is unknown whether John Davis farmed and/or

ranched the warrant.  He could have been like Anson

Turner to the north who soon sold his warrant the day

after it was issued.  

Applegate Trail (Trail)  While being adjacent to the

wetland, the permanent Trail avoided it where

possible, and it was generally located in the higher

elevation ground next to the tree line.  The Trail is

clearly depicted on 2007 Josephine County Assessor

maps for the warrant lands (i.e., 1856 GLO surveyed

points JA-6 and JA-7 are on lands managed by the

Josephine County Sportsman Association.

“Approx. Center Line Territorial Road 

Willamette Valley to Jacksonville.”

This same Trail location is almost exactly the title

used on the 1856 GLO map.

“Road from Willamette Valley to Jacksonville”

After leaving the warrant lands the Trail continues

down Schoolhouse Creek.

     J. L. Hall Tombstone:     

Died 1867

Hall Tombstone  There is a grave with tombstone at

the entrance to the Josephine County Sportsman

Association Park with the following information.

“J. L. Hall, Died Sept 22 1867, Aged 40 years”

Local anecdotal information is that this grave was

previously located in or near the I-5 right-of-way and

moved to its present location during ca., 1958 - 1960

when I-5 was being built through the area.  A

speculative hypothesis is the J. L. Hall is the Lewis

Heatt identified in the military warrant.  6

1860 Census Walker’s Mill Precinct, Josephine

County, Oregon

J. L. Hall Age 20 Farmer

Hall’s age is in conflict with tombstone.

Want more information?  Contact an officer of the

Hugo Neighborhood on how you can become

involved in your community’s history and land use.
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Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical

Society’s Mission

This information brochure is one of a series of

documents published by the Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical Society (Hugo Neighbor-

hood).  It is designed to be shared with neighbors for

the purpose of helping protect our rural quality of life

by promoting an informed citizenry in decision-

making.  The Hugo Neighborhood is an informal

nonprofit charitable and educational organization with

a land use and history mission of promoting the social

welfare of its neighbors.

Land Use &
History

The Hugo Neighborhood’s land use mission is to

promote Oregon Statewide Goal 1 — Citizen

Involvement, and to preserve, protect, and enhance the

livability and economic viability of its farms, forests,

and rural neighbors.   It will act, if requested, as a

technical resource assisting neighbors to represent

themselves. 

Its history mission is to educate, collect, preserve,

interpret, and research its local history and to

encourage public interest in the history of the Hugo

area. 

Volunteer membership dues are $10.00 annually per

family and normally used for paper, ink, envelopes,

publications and mailings.  Send us your e-mail

address if you want to know what we are doing.

Email: hugo@jeffnet.org
Web Page: http://www.hugoneighborhood.org/
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