
    Illinois Valley (IV) Road Of  

           Applegate Trail             

IV Ford No. 8:  18461

1846 Applegate Wagon Trains  Insignificant IV Ford

No. 8: Corliss Ford I is not identified on the 1855

GLO survey notes nor the 1856 GLO map.  2-4

(http://www.jeffnet.org/~hugo/applegat.htm) 

The road along Bannister may not be located

correctly. 

Working Hypothesis For Locating Trail Sites

Between POIs  The Trail in the Hugo region was

restricted by the complex mountain-valley structure of

the region.  A working hypothesis is that, except when

traversing mountains and ridges, the Trail was located

in the narrow valleys which in 1846 - 1855 were

generally open woodlands and prairies located next to

trees clustered along streams.5

1855 GLO Survey Notes for one mile section line

west between Section 3 and Section 34 identify one

topographic feature of interest:   “20.50 [chains]

Branch [Corliss Creek] 5 lks [links] wide c [course]

SE]” [20.50 chains = 1,353 feet; 5 Links = 3.3 feet].

Diaries, Journals and Reminiscences:  18466

http://www.jeffnet.org/~hugo/applegat.htm.  The

minor Corliss Creek Ford I was not significant enough

to mention in any diary. 

Merlin Quadrangle: 1998  The IVFord No. 8: Corliss

Creek Ford I is bracketed by surveyed GLO points IV-

5 and IV-6 about one mile apart.    Mt Paradise Road7

was not developed in 1998 and is not on the

topographic map.  However, from a 2002 aerial

photograph it was plotted on the topographic and

photographs were taken of Corliss Creek along side

the road. 

1846 Corliss Creek Ford I 

The little north-south valley created by Corliss and

Bannister Creek as crossed by the Mt Paradise Road is

small with the larger Bannister Creek being on the

east (Merlin Quadrangle: 1998).  Corliss Creek is a

blink along the way, but has a culvert under the road

for high water events.

Dickerson Interview   Charlyn Dickerson Witcher

reported that Corliss Creek’s characteristics through

Dickerson’s corner used to be similar to Corliss Creek

at Mt Paradise Road (i.e., wide and shallow with little

canalization - see title page photograph).

Conclusion  Field work is needed.
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Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical

Society’s Mission

This information brochure is one of a series of

documents published by the Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical Society (Hugo Neighbor-

hood).  It is designed to be shared with neighbors for

the purpose of helping protect our rural quality of life

by promoting an informed citizenry in decision-

making.  The Hugo Neighborhood is an informal

nonprofit charitable and educational organization with

a land use and history mission of promoting the social

welfare of its neighbors.

Land Use &
History

The Hugo Neighborhood’s land use mission is to

promote Oregon Statewide Goal 1 — Citizen

Involvement, and to preserve, protect, and enhance the

livability and economic viability of its farms, forests,

and rural neighbors.   It will act, if requested, as a

technical resource assisting neighbors to represent

themselves. 

Its history mission is to educate, collect, preserve,

interpret, and research its local history and to

encourage public interest in the history of the Hugo

area. 

Volunteer membership dues are $10.00 annually per

family and normally used for paper, ink, envelopes,

publications and mailings.  Send us your e-mail

address if you want to know what we are doing.

Email: hugo@jeffnet.org
Web Page: http://jeffnet.org/~hugo/
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