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U.S. 99:  19261

Pacific Highway: 1913 - 1926  The 1922 completion

of the 345 mile Pacific Highway in Oregon came with

the distinction of being the first state west of the

Mississippi to have a paved highway the entire length

of the state.  

1917  C. A. Erickson, a well known auto repair man

and volcanizer, was arrested Friday night by Sheriff

Lewis on a bootlegging charge.  When arraigned

before Judge Gillette Saturday afternoon he pleaded

guilty and was sentenced to 90 days in jail and a fine

of $250.2

U.S. 99: 1941 The Pacific Highway became U.S. 99 in

1926.  It was rerouted to a new location east of the old

1922 location  (i.e., today’s Oxyoke) ca., 1941 - 1942.

1924 to 1942  Art Erickson built and ran the Sexton

Mt. Auto Camp from 1924 to 1942.  There were six

cabins in the camp north of the Pacific Highway (i.e.,

where big old trees are today at northwest junction of

Hugo Road and Oxyoke Road).3

Chester Arthur “Art” Erickson
Born: 1884, Oregon
Died:  September 7, 1960, JO CO, OR
Father’s Birth : Sweden
Mother’s Birth: Indiana

Florence (Norton) Erickson
Born: 1887, Michigan
Died:    January 16, 1939, JO CO, OR
Parents Birth: Michigan

1927 camp address and telephone no were: “Sexton C.

D. Route 1 611-F-15".4
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1928  In 1928 the Kolkows would go about a mile

north up U.S. 99 to the Art Erickson Auto Court when

they wanted to use a phone.  Art had one of the first

phones in the area. “Sexton C. D. Route 1 611-F-15".5

1930 Census. Lucky Queen, Josephine Co., OR

Chester’s occupation was service station owner.
Chester A. Erickson Head OR 1885 45 yrs
Florence Erickson Wife MI 1888 42 yrs
Catherine Norton Mother-IL MI 1863 67 yrs

1932  Erickson owned 38 acres on U.S. Highway 99. 

Tuesday as two young men were on their way to

British Columbia driving north over Sexton Mountain

they came in contact with a freight truck which

demolished their car.  Erickson’s wrecker was sent for

and they brought it to Erickson’s garage.  The boys

resumed their journey by stage.6

1932  “Sexton Mountain, C. A. Erickson, Agent, Call

Long Distance”, Erickson C. A. Service station. Route

1, 611-F-3".7

1933 The ladies circle met last Thursday with Mrs.

Erickson at Mt. Sexton auto camp.  Twenty-six ladies

were present.  A quilt was made for the Red Cross and

plans of contribution to relief work were discussed.

1. Hugo Neighborhood Association & Historical Society. March , 2006.  Auto Camps In
Northern Josephine County: 1910 - 2001. Hugo, OR.
2. Rogue River Courier. May 25, 1917. Guilty Is Plea To Bootlegging Charge.
3. Walker, Michael. April 2010. Wayne McKy Interview. Hugo, OR.
4. Medford, Jackson and Josephine Counties, Oregon, Telephone Directory. December
1927.
5. Medford, Jackson and Josephine Counties, Oregon, Telephone Directory. May 1928
6. Grants Pass Bulletin, February 6, 1931.
7.Telephone Directory, Grants Pass, Jackson and Josephine Counties, Oregon. September
1932.
8. Hugo, Grants Pass Bulletin, February 24, 1933.

Erickson’s Sexton Mt. Auto

Camp: 1924 - 1942

1939  Florence Erickson passed 1939 at her home on

Mount Sexton.  Her nurse had been Fern Larson.

1940  C. A. Erickson and  Fern Larson married.

1941 Almost two miles of the Pacific Highway near

the top of Mt. Sexton was being rebuilt during the fall

of 1941.  It was finished the next summer along with

other sections for a total of almost seven miles rebuilt

from north of Mt. Sexton south to Jump-off Joe Road. 

The new route eliminated much of the narrow,

twisting highway in the area.  It also bypassed Art

Erickson’s Service Station.

1955  The C.A. Erickson Service Station property was

owned by others in 1955.

Want more information?  Contact an officer of the

Hugo Neighborhood.

Mt. Sexton Garage
Courtesy of Wayne & Janet McKy



Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical

Society’s Mission

This information brochure is one of a series of

documents published by the Hugo Neighborhood

Association & Historical Society (Hugo Neighbor-

hood).  It is designed to be shared with neighbors for

the purpose of helping protect our rural quality of life

by promoting an informed citizenry in decision-

making.  The Hugo Neighborhood is an informal

nonprofit charitable and educational organization with

a land use and history mission of promoting the social

welfare of its neighbors.

Land Use &
History

The Hugo Neighborhood’s land use mission is to

promote Oregon Statewide Goal 1 — Citizen

Involvement, and to preserve, protect, and enhance the

livability and economic viability of its farms, forests,

and rural neighbors.   It will act, if requested, as a

technical resource assisting neighbors to represent

themselves. 

Its history mission is to educate, collect, preserve,

interpret, and research its local history and to

encourage public interest in the history of the Hugo

area. 

Volunteer membership dues are $10.00 annually per

family and normally used for paper, ink, envelopes,

publications and mailings.  Send us your e-mail

address if you want to know what we are doing.

Email: hugo@jeffnet.org
Web Page: http://jeffnet.org/~hugo/

Edited by Jacque Hardick, Karen Rose, & Mike Walker

Hugo Neighborhood  Officers

Hal Anthony, Outreach Chair

3995 Russell Road

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Wayne McKy, Chair

6497 Hugo Road

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Mike Walker, Education Chair

3388B Merlin Rd #195

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Standing Committees

Historical Documents Editing Committee
Jacque Hardwick, Chair; Jean Boling, Karen Rose; 

Wayne & Janet McKy; Mike Walker

Jean Boling, Chair, Pleasant Valley Cemetery Committee;
Co-Chair, Pioneers Committee

Mike Brassill , Chair, Wildflower Committee

Wayne McKy, Co-Chair, Hazardous Fuels Committee;
Chair, Orchard Committee; 

Chair, Farm & Forest Committee

Karen Rose, Web Master; News Letter Editor
Hugo Whistle Stop; Co-Chair, Hugo Emigrant Trails

Committee; Chair, Native Americans Committee

Jon Whalen, Story Teller; Chair
Metal Detection Committee 

Mike Walker, Co-Chair, Hugo Emigrant Trails Committee;
Co-Chair, Hazardous Fuels Committee; 

Chair, National Historic Register Committee; 
Co-Chair, Pioneers Committee

Tom Walker, Chair, Hugo Sign Committee

Brochure 13A of Auto Camp Series - HNA&HS 2009 - 53A
C:\Documents and Settings\mike\M y Documents\Genealogy\Auto_Camps\13

M t Sexton Auto Court\BROCHURE 13A M t Sexton Auto Court_042310.wpd

Mt. Sexton Auto Court: 
1924 - 1942

Brochure 13A of Hugo’s Auto Camp
Brochure Series

April 23, 2010

Hugo Neighborhood Association &
Historical Society

Mt. Sexton Auto Court
Courtesy of Wayne & Janet McKy


